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Not a lot of local cricket at the moment but following the most enjoyable and well attended Club Dinner at the Wychwood Golf Club and the OCA Dinner we can still reflect on another great season.   
We nearly did the triple in the OCA last season but had to settle for a double again, slightly different but highly commendable.   The 1st XI won our first OCA Knock Out Championship and the 2nd XI again won their Division, 9 this time.   In only three seasons back in the OCA we have certainly made our mark with no less than five major trophies.    Additionally fun was also had with Sunday friendlies, on our Tour to the Isle of Wight and our entry into Winter Indoor Cricket at Banbury where we creditably gained promotion.   Congratulations to all.

Thanks too to all those who made it possible.   From the hardworking captains and supporting players to the ground staff, umpires, tea people and helpers, barpersons and Sports Club backer uppers and, last but not least the administrative hub, the committee.  Additionally, let not the success of the Youth Section be overlooked either, whence our future lies.
2009 Season -  here we come already!
OCA
The 1st XI remains in Division 5, denied promotion by a hairs breadth (despite wining more matches than their opponents last year) and the 2nd XI move up to Division 8.   The Firsts are in the Steve Dixon Cup again and the Seconds in the Osberton Radiators Cup.   The fixtures run from May 2nd to September 12th.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

& MID WINTER PUB GAMES EVENING. 

This year the annual get together for Beer, Darts, Dominoes and Pool at the Club House is being preceded by the AGM on Friday 27 February 09, early evening (exact time to follow).
The AGM is the occasion to elect or confirm all the official posts in the Club, on the field of play, and in the administration.   Your attendance is important.   

The aim of evenly spreading the load of running our cricket has not quite been achieved.    There will be jobs up for grabs and assistance required, some large, many small, so please be prepared to make your contribution, if you do not already.

INDOOR NETS.  

These are at Sibford School this year on Monday nights for one and a half hours (7.30 to 9pm) starting on 2 March going into April. 
FRIENDLIES

An Inter(nal) Club game is penned in  for 19th April, conditions permitting, and pre-league friendly fixtures for both the 1st and 2nd XIs are being organised for the weekend of 25th April with Middleton Cheney and Hook Norton.   The usual amount of Sunday games are planned plus some lighter entertainment in the form of mid week evening “thrashes” against local teams.   Home and away fixtures v. Chippy are already on the card for this.   
YOUTH

We are very much continuing with our Youth programme, in fact as part of our Club Mark application (more of which later) we have five members doing ECB Coaching Courses this month (Rupert, Paul Jnr, Matt, Freddie & Craig).   With Danny & Richard already qualified this will bring our compliment of coaches up to a magnificent seven.   The Youth Section will comprise juniors up to 11 years old and a separate academy for aspiring teenagers.
CRICKE TFORCE

Cricket what?   Well, Cricket Force is a day or two put aside for the preparation and refurbishment of cricket club facilities nationally at the beginning of every season.   It has been going for some years and is sponsored by NatWest, with local suppliers helping with materials.   We have signed up to do this over the weekend 4th & 5th April.   

We are lucky that our ground is well looked after (by Mark , his helpers and Paul Steffans) but there is plenty of other pre-season work  to do -  sight screens, changing rooms, strimming, tidying up, etc.   Many hands will make light work and there are free CricketForce T shirts for all participants.
OTHER PLANS & NEWS

NEW SPORTS CLUB MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE
After unstintingly and successfully steering the Sports Club for decades with John Townsend, Paul Duester has retired as Chairman, although he will be continuing as Treasurer, and handed over to Mark Lambert.   To meet the challenges of keeping the Sports Club viable from both the sporting and social point of view Mark has introduced a new management structure dividing the Sports Club into several areas: cricket, football, social, membership, ground, marketing, etc.   
Certain matters, previously dealt with by the Cricket Club, will now be managed by the Sports Club itself.   A case in point is membership which is due on 1st September each year and not at the commencement of the cricket season!   If you have not paid yet please do so by contacting the Membership Secretary (details to follow).   Additionally the Sports Club has applied for grants to update the machinery for maintaining both the cricket and football grounds.
CLUB MARK
The plunge has been taken and we are now deeply into the process of applying for Club Mark.
This ECB qualification is a pretty exhaustive and comprehensive undertaking and is being driven enthusiastically by the two Pauls.   Once attained, and the aim is to achieve this by the end of this coming season, Chadlington will be the first small club in the whole of Oxfordshire and surrounding area to hold this accreditation.   There is a fuller explanation on the Sports Club website (front page, bottom left hand) but Club Mark is a “Kitemark” which shows that a club is well and safely run within certain criteria with particular reference towards youth.   With this under our belt we should be in a good position to continue to go forward and attract both future youth and adult members and enhance our fund raising ability.
The Youth Section will be run strictly according to the guidelines of Club Mark and as such will become much more structured not only with our qualified coaches but also with a Child Welfare Officer or Officers and a Youth Secretary.   We have nominations for the last two posts but additional volunteers would be gratefully accepted as the current candidates are already active members of the committee.
NEW PLAYERS and SPONSORSHIP
Our future lies with keeping up a balanced playing membership of all ages.   Please use your best endeavours to encourage new members to join both the Adult and Youth Sections of the Club to keep up the momentum.
House and Carriage did us proud with sponsorship last season and we hope they will do so again.   Nevertheless additional sponsorship would be appreciated and if you know of possible candidates, again, please put them in touch with us.
STATISTICS
The Chadlington OCA League statistics are attached and should print out on two separate sheets if you wish.
That’s it for now; we look forward to seeing you at the AGM / Pub Games Evening at the end of this month on 27th.
Don’t’ forget to check out www.chadsportsclub.co.uk regularly
for what’s going on at your Sports Club
NEXT EVENTS:

All


Six Nation Rugby Matches, live on television 

plus

Hot Dogs

& Real Ale

See website for dates and times
Oh dear!
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